CHAPTEK XXXVII

THE BLOCKADE   OF  GREECE

I TOOK possession of my double charge of the (to
me) most interesting of all foreign lands, Greece
and Italy, at a moment when affairs were quickening
for new troubles in the former, where demagoguery
had again taken the upper hand. Comoundouros
was dead, and Tricoupi, who had succeeded, as I
had long before anticipated that he would, to the
lead in Greek politics, had fallen, as he had foretold,
on the question of taxation. The new successor to
the bad qualities of old Comoundouros, Deliyanni,
in his electoral programme had promised to relieve
the people of all taxation, and had, of course, been
elected, and I found Tricoupi still at the head of
the opposition. I had stayed at Borne only long
enough to take possession of my place and have a
conversation with the Italian Minister of Foreign
Affairs, General Kobflant, as to the course which
Italy would follow if there were troubles in Greece,
and received his assurance that Italy would stand
with England, whatever might happen.

Bobflant was one of the ablest ministers of for-
eign affairs Italy has had in my time, and, if not the
most conspicuous occupant of that position in intel-
lectual qualities, he certainly was so, with one ex-and connection I could see my
